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Boris realized that The Fountain of Bacchus was the
greatest success of his career. Bacchus and his votaries
had to resume their poses no less than seven times
before the curtain finally descended, and even then the
audience clamoured for yet another vision.
In obedience to the Grand Duke's commands, Vronsky
hurried to the royal bos. The ruler was enthusiastic
over the production and expressed his particular admira-
tion for Stefan and Marie. He asked for details respect-
ing Damaris, whose personality, so the Duke maintained,
distinguished her from her companions. Boris told
what he knew, which was indeed very little beyond the
fact that Damaris was the daughter of Paul Drayton, the
composer. This information further stimulated the
interest of the potentate.
" I remember Paul Drayton," the Duke said. " I was
abroad when he died, otherwise, to show my appreciation
of her husband's work, I'd have tried to assist Mrs.
Drayton. I'm glad to think that I can now pay homage
to Drayton's genius by interesting myself in the daughter.
Send for her, Vronsky."
At once, in the estimation of the impresario, Marie's
potential value had increased. Vronsky considered
that affairs had taken an unexpectedly favourable turn,
for he would take care that the ruler's interest in Damaris
should benefit himself. While watching Marie accept
an invitation to a ducal supper party, Boris determined to
induce her to sign immediately a three years* contract
with commencing pay of a hundred and fifty marks a
week. Then, should he leave Grafburg at the expiry of
his lease he would be protected. Damaris would be
compelled to remain with the New Art Company unless,
having become the ruler's favourite, she persuaded her
protector to pay heavy compensation for her breach of
contract.
Marie signed the contract without demur. She
thanked Boris, when he warned her of the instability of